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CALL FOR PAPERS 

  
BREAKING DOWN BARRIERS 2.0: 

A COLLOQUIUM IN DISABILITY STUDIES 

(Moscow, November 16-17, 2018) 
  
For several years, Perspektiva, a Russian Disability NGO, has been sponsoring “Breaking Down Barriers,” 
an international disability film festival held biennially in Moscow.  The festival has attracted enormous 

interest and acclaim, offering a varied roster of disability-related films for both adults and families. In 
addition to the screenings themselves, there are also workshops and seminars held by activists, film 

makers, and members of the disability community. Over the years, a growing number of Disability 

Studies scholars has attended the festival, coming from across the world as well as across Russia. 
  

Building on this momentum, the Department of Sociology of the Higher School of Economics and 
the Journal of Social Policy Studies invite applicants to submit proposals for inclusion in BREAKING DOWN 

BARRIERS 2.0: A COLLOQUIUM IN DISABILITY STUDIES, to be held concurrently with the “Breaking 
Down Barriers” International Disability Film Festival IX (November 16-19). The purpose of this colloquium 

is to bring together a diverse, international, and interdisciplinary group of academics working in Disability 

Studies at various points in their careers and training, including graduate students, junior faculty, and 
independent scholars. 

  
The first part of the colloquium will focus on new scholarship and works-in-progress, to be followed by 

sessions led by senior scholars devoted to theoretical, thematic, and ethical issues involved in studying 

and conducting research in this field. 
  

Areas of investigation might include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 ·       Disability and public sphere 

 ·       Public policy as related to people with disabilities 

 ·       Models of disability 

 ·       The space, place, and temporality of disability 

 ·       Disability activism and political engagement 

 ·       Disability as a social construct 

 ·       Issues of identity, subjectivity, and selfhood 

 ·       Life stories of people with disabilities 

 ·       Intersectionality in Disability Studies 

 ·       Issues of accessibility and inclusion 

  
  



Application 
People interested in presenting new (unpublished) research and works-in-progress should send a 

proposal in MS Word of no more than 500 words, describing their topic, methodology, source base, 
working argument, and five key words byOctober 15.**  Be aware that each presentation should be 

amaximum of twenty minutes.  Selected applicants will be notified by November 1. 

 
Conference languages: Russian, English 

 
Chairperson of the Program Committee: Doctor of Sociology, Professor of the Department of 

General Sociology, Department of Sociology of the Higher School of Economics, Editor-in-Chief of 
the Journal of Social Policy Studies, Elena Iarskaia-Smirnova. 

 

Chairperson of the Organizing Committee - Victoria Yakovleva 
 

Organizing Committee: Professor Frances Bernstein (Department of History, Drew University, USA), 
Professor Sarah Phillips (Department of Anthropology, Indiana University, USA), Professor Elena Iarskaia-

Smirnova (NRU HSE) 

  

For more information, please refer to the website of theJournal of Social Policy Studies: 

jsps.hse.ru, or contact Radik Sadykov radik.a.sadykov@gmail.com 

 

........................................................................ 

  
*In addition to its sponsorship by the Higher School of Economics, financial support for the colloquium 
was also provided by Indiana University’s Russian Studies Workshop, made possible by a generous grant 
from the Carnegie Corporation of New York. 
**Conference organizers and the editorial board of the Journal of Social Policy Studies reserve the right to 
reject materials that do not meet the requirements and subject matter of the colloquium. 
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